
CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65
Vancouver, WA 98660

ccbawashington.org
AUGUST 2011

O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A R K  CO U N T Y  B A R  A S S O C I AT I O N

PRSRT STD

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

VANCOUVER, WA

PERMIT NO. 620

page 14

Advertise in HEARSAY

Reserve your ad space today!  Call Lisa @ 695-5975

Does your business cater to the legal industry?
Get targeted exposure to CCBA members and associates!

CCBA Golf Tournament
September 24th

sign up sheet on page  16



THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

President’s Message....................................................................3

Annual CCBA BBQ ......................................................................5

A History of Superior Court... And Lodge Makes Three ..................8

Nuts & Bolts CLE Schedule ............................................................10

Superior Court Bench/Bar Meeting Minutes ....................................11

Double Hearsay ........................................................................14

CCBA Golf Tournament Sign Up & Information ........................16

Getting to Know: KArin DeDona......................................................17

Clark County Volunteer Lawyers’ Program ................................20

Law Library News......................................................................21

News You Can Use ....................................................................21

Attorney Bookkeeping Tips ........................................................21

Legally Drawn............................................................................21

SW Washington Lawyer Referral Service ..................................22

Events Calendar ........................................................................22

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
David Ridenour
(360) 906-1556
davidwr@copper.net

TRUSTEE
Jane Clark
(360) 694-4344
jclark@bnplaw.com

TRUSTEE
David Gregerson
(360) 906-1164
david@gregersonlangsdorf.com

TRUSTEE
J.D. Nellor
(360) 695-8181
jd@nellorlaw.com

VLP REPRESENTATIVE
David Gregerson
(360) 906-1164
david@gregersonlangsdorf.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Lisa Darco
(360) 695-5975
lisa@ccbawashington.org 

MEMBER SERVICES
Kaitlin Lisandrelli
(360) 695-5975
kaitlin@ccbawashington.org

PRESIDENT
Kurt Rylander
(360) 750-9931
rylander@pacifier.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
John Fairgrieve
(360) 397-2261
john.fairgrieve@clark.wa.gov

TREASURER
Suzan Clark
(360) 735-9434
sclark4224@aol.com

SECRETARY
Andrew Wheeler
(360) 690-0064
awheeler@vancouverlaw.net

2011/2012 CCBA OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

RICHARD G. SPIER
MEDIATOR

Highly experienced–full-time neutral since 1992

Business & commercial; personal injury; 
employment; real estate & construction

Listed for Mediation in
The Best Lawyers in America ®

Member, Oregon and Washington Bars
503-284-2511 

Fax 503-284-2519

rspier@spier-mediate.com    www.spier-mediate.com 
2536 N.E. 28th Avenue  Portland, Oregon 97212-4916

No charge for travel time or travel expense in Oregon and Washington

HEARSAY is published 12 times per year and is design edited by: 
JEFF GOUGH, Creative Director • GOUGH CREATIVE GROUP

360-818-4GCG • director@goughcreative.com

An annual subscription is included with annual membership dues.  Members may purchase additional
subscriptions for $50.00 each. Letters, news items, upcoming events and announcements are welcome. 
Articles by members are accepted. Submissions should be presented in Microsoft Word and may be edited 
for length, clarity and style. Submissions by members are published at the editor’s discretion and space
available. Views expressed in articles represent the authors’ opinions, not necessarily the CCBA’s. 
The publication does not purport to offer legal advice.

CCBA OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

August '11 cover  8/8/2011  4:20 PM  Page 2



HEARSAY - AUGUST 2011 322 CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

The CCBA’s Lawyer Referral Service is a program designed to
help the general public find attorneys appropriate for their
needs, while at the same time providing a source of new client
business exclusively to our members.  

To participate, members pay a small one-time annual fee. 
(The service is free to the public.)  For more information, 
call the CCBA at 360-695-5975.

THE SWLRS REFERRED 320 CLIENTS 
IN THE MONTH OF JUNE

Administrative Law: ........................................................7
Bankruptcy: ....................................................................6
Business & Corp:............................................................5
Consumer: ....................................................................21
Criminal: ......................................................................24
Debtor/Creditor:............................................................10
Family Law: ..................................................................68
General Litigation: ........................................................73
Labor & Employ: ..........................................................32
Real Property: ..............................................................59
Wills & Trusts: .............................................................. 4
Worker’s Comp:............................................................10

SW WASHINGTON LAWYER
REFERRAL SERVICE

Summer sun and fun. We just had our summer barbeque hosted
by The Honorable Judge Melnick. The young lawyers are hosting
a softball game between the old and the new. The golf committee
has set a date and a place, September 23, Cedars, for the Bar’s fre-
quently annual Golf Tournament. And finally, there is sun! 

Summer sun in the PNW makes me think how wonderful it would
be to have trials and court proceedings out of doors. This is not so
unusual a thought as it may seem at first glance. Our judicial con-
struct--judge, laws, juries--comes to us from the Greeks and
Romans. These ancients held trials outside. For the Romans, in
the Roman Forum. Juries were not laboriously hand selected, like
ours, nor limited to 6 or 12. Instead, juries totaled in the 100s, and,
for some types of trials, the 1000s, and it was the case of whoever
showed up, that was the jury.

Taking a leaf from that page, imagine conducting a trial in Esther
Short Park. In the summer sun, it should be easy to get a jury of 50
to 100 people, or more. The judge would sit on the raised plat-
form, and lawyers would be free to exhort the jury which would sit
like an audience fanned out around the dais. We could have beer

and hot dog vendors to service the crowds. The spectacle I have
no doubt would be popular, and would probably spark tourism. It
could be grand.

This makes even more sense given that we elect judges. Most of
our electors don’t even know anything about the judges they are
electing, or re-electing. For the Romans, starting out in the trial
courts, speaking before juries of 100s and 1000s in the Roman
Forum, was the best way for a Roman Senator to get his name out
and known as he made his way up the elected ladder, from Aedile
to Consul. Cicero and Caesar both started out in this fashion. If
we did juries out of doors, before masses of 1000s, the citizenry
would get to know the judges, and have something to actually
base their later vote upon. Moreover, it might improve the com-
mon person’s perception of the fairness and accuracy of our
justice system. Certainly, having trials indoors, in closed rooms,
that require navigating through security entrances and pat downs,
is the least amenable to inducing public participation.

In any case, it is something to think about as I look out my win-
dow longingly at the beautiful day.

KURT RYLANDER
CCBA President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fun In The Sun

Representing Injured
Workers on Their 

Washington Claims
Busick Hamrick, PLLC

Steven L. Busick  Frances R. Hamrick  Douglas M. Palmer

(360) 696-0228
1915 Washington Street Vancouver, WA 98660

Upcoming CLE Schedule
Date Area of Law Topic Speakers

Committee

Chair

September Mediation Controversial Issues in 
Mediation

Richard Spier 
Steve Andersen 

Jane Clark
Jane Clark

October Real Property

Mortgage Loan 
Remodification 

Before, During & After 
Instead of Bankruptcy

Robert Russell 
William Black Scott Matthews

November Federal Federal Court Civil 
Procedure Jim Sellers

December Ethics

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 3, 2011
CCBA Hearsay Committee Meeting;
CCBA Office, 11:30 am. 

CCBA Board Meeting; CCBA office,
12:00 pm

August 9, 2011
Superior Court Bench Bar Meeting; 12:30 pm

August 16, 2011
CLE Committee Meeting, CCBA office,
12:00pm

August 18, 2011
Web Site Committee Meeting, Nellor /
Retsinas / Crawford, 12:00 pm

September 8, 2011
Family Law Section Meeting

September 14, 2011
Nuts & Bolts CLE, Wills & Estates, Red
Lion at Quay, 3:00 to 5:00p

September 23, 2011
CCBA Golf Tournament
Cedars at Salmon Creek

MEETING MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

CLE

SOCIAL
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LAW LIBRARY NEWS

New Moderate Means Program starting up
The law library is taking blind bids on the following items:

1.  KCBA Washington Lawyers Practice Manual - full text and
forms on CD Rom from 2010

2.  Elder Law Forms Manual forms on CD Rom, includes 11-page
list of forms, 2010

Give your bid to the law librarian through the end of August.  Bids
must indicate your name, phone number, amount, and item(s) on
which you are bidding.  Winners will be notified in early Septem-
ber.  We reserve the right to withdraw an item from bidding.

Copier changes coming in the law library
We are switching copier vendors effective October 1, 2011.
Details about copy cards are still being worked out.  While there is
a possibility that the current copy cards will continue to be
accepted after that time, it is more likely that they won't be.  Please
use up balances on your existing cards before that time, as we are
unable to issue refunds.  Thank you for your understanding.

Maria Sosnowski - Clark County Law Library
PO Box 5000, Vancouver WA  98666 • 360-397-2268 

NEWS YOU CAN USE
The CCBA wants to congratulate our office manager Elena
Quintana on her new position.  We would like to welcome our
new Office Manager, Lisa Darco. Lisa and our new Member
Services Coordinator, Kaitlin Lisandrelli are available in the
Clark County Bar office between 12:00 and 4:00pm, Monday
through Friday at 360-695-5975. 

City Attorneys Office has Moved
The office is moving from 210 E. 13th Street to 414 W. 6th
Street (new City Hall). The City Attorneys Office will be closed
August 9 and will reopen on August 10.

QuickBooks - Vehicle Mileage Rates
The mileage rates for 2011 are 51¢ (.51) for January through
June and 55.5¢ (.555) for July 1 through December 31.

QuickBooks can track mileage rates, which can be used for quick
reference.  To enter mileage rates:

• Go to the Company menu and click Enter Vehicle Mileage.
• Click Mileage Rates.
• Insert a line (on the keyboard, Ctrl Insert)
• Enter a date or select a date from the calendar for the 

Effective Date and press Tab.
• Enter the IRS rate for that date, and then click Close.

Note: Enter a new line for each effective date.  For example, if there
are no 2011 rates listed, do the above twice – one with an effective
date of 1/1/2011 and the second with an effective date of
7/1/2011.

Thank you & happy summer,
Emanuela

 MARIA SOSNOWSKI
Law Librarian

ATTORNEY BOOKKEEPING TIPS

EMANUELA SANDRI
Attorney Bookkeeping Services, Inc.

LEGALLY DRAWN

Reproduced with permission.  For more cartoons and information, go to http://www.legallydrawn.com.

Advertise with us!!! 
Reach 500 Attorneys and Legal Professionals

throughout Clark County!

Call Lisa Darco for pricing & space
availability: 360-695-5975

We invite you to join in the celebration of  

Judge Roger Bennett honoring 21 years of service to 

Clark County Superior Court 

Date: 08/26/2011 

Time: 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Clark County Courthouse 
Jury Assembly Room 

Contact person: 360-397-2315 

Celebration 
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TOO BUSY TO GET THAT
BIG CASE MOVING?

The daily rigors in a solo or small practice can make it difficult to stay on
top of a wrongful death or serious personal injury case. We have the experience 

and financial backing to help you do what it takes to litigate claims properly. 

The three senior partners in our firm each have over 30 years of experience. 
Ask about our reputation, or give us a call to discuss your client’s case.

SCHAUERMANN, THAYER
JACOBS & STAPLES, P.S.

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

AV Martindale-Hubbell Rating
1700 E. Fourth Plain Blvd. • Vancouver, WA 

(360) 695-4244
www.stjps.com

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

PERSONAL INJURY • WRONGFUL DEATH

Representative Jury Verdicts and Settlements:

Failure to diagnose brain tumor — $4.5 million
Obstetrics malpractice — $3.5 million
Obstetrics malpractice — $1.6 million

Trampoline accident — $1 million
Electrocution at work -- $900,000
Motorcycle collision -- $500,000

Rear end MVC. Soft tissue injury -- $230,000

Available for referral or association
on serious injury, wrongful death and 

medical negligence cases.

PAUL L. HENDERSON

360.699.1530

Phender745@gmail.com
Susan Arney, Executive Director
Ashley Belisle, Program Coordinator
Administrative: 360-823-0423 • E-mail: susana@ccvlp.com

Statistics for June include 57 clients seen in advice clinics, 24 in Fam-
ily Law, 14 in Family Law paperwork review clinic, 3 in the General
Law clinic and 12 in Housing Justice Project clinic. We placed 10
cases with an attorney for direct representation. There were 159 hours
of volunteer attorney time donated.

Homeless Court is accepting new referrals after a long period of being
closed to referrals. Due to an audit at District Court, Homeless Court
went into a period of re-organization. We continued to operate and
processed clients who were in the court, but did not take any new
referrals. We are now back up to speed.

Homeless Court is a specialty court in District Court that allows
homeless persons to convert misdemeanor fines to community serv-
ice hours. Ours is the only such court in Washington and one of only
26 nationwide. The court was established by the CCVLP in 2004 and
is funded by Clark County Department of Community Services.

Volunteer attorneys represent the Homeless person in the court.
They present the order to convert fines to the judge, advocate for the
homeless person and follow the person through the court until their
sentence is complete. Court is held the second Monday afternoon
every month.

To get a referral to Homeless Court, a homeless person should con-
tact SHARE at 910-2326 and get a referral. For more information
about the court, please contact me.

Thanks, Susan

MANY THANKS TO ALL THE ATTORNEYS AND 
PARALEGALS WHO STAFFED THE ADVICE CLINICS,

HOMELESS CLINICS, PROVIDED REPRESENTATION,
AND VOLUNTEERED IN THE HOMELESS COURT IN

THE MONTH OF JUNE.

Lou Baran, Matt Blum, Shon Bogar, Michael Borge, Bill Brendgard,
Chuck Buckley, Gideon Caron, Mark Carter, Tresa Cavanaugh,

Marisha Childs, Ivan Culbertson, Erin Culver, Ed Dawson,
Carolyn Drew, Peter Fels, Lori Ferguson, Gavin Flynn, Todd George,
David Gregerson, Brian Haaland, Lincoln Harvey, Dean Langsdorf,

Scott Matthews, Erin McAleer, Brian Parker, Rob Russell, 
Mark Sampath, Randy Stewart, Ryan Taroski, Lisa Toth,

Todd Trierweiler, Bob Vukanovich, Anna Waendelin, Erin Wasley,
Ben Wolff, Phil Wuest.

The always popular annual Clark County Bar Association BBQ
took place on July 15, 2011. A highlight of the event every year is
the Honorable Judge Richard Melnick’s role as grill master of
ceremonies. Utilizing the well-accepted formulas used in both
the 1995 Million Man March and Glenn Beck’s 2010 Restoring
Honor gathering, turnout was estimated at around 550 people.
Using a less accepted method of simply counting the actual
number of attendees, headcount was more like 130 people.

The BBQ was supported by a number of Judges, including Judge
Johnson, Judge Lewis, Commissioner Stahnke, Judge Bennett,
and Judge Wulle. The CCBA was well represented by attorneys,
including Chris Boyd, Rick McLeod, Jack Peterson, Gideon
Caron, Aaron Ritchie, Kurt Rylander and some of Kurt Rylan-
der’s colleagues.

Judge Melnick estimated that this crowd, who never thumbs
their noses at a free meal and a chance to have a judge do the

cooking, consumed roughly 20lbs. of burgers (the CCBA actu-
ally ran out of burgers), 8 lbs. of hot dog, and 2 lbs. of Veggie
Burgers. Judge Melnick also admitted that he has been a vegetar-
ian since he was in the 5th grade, thus explaining his soft and
sensitive side. Judge Melnick felt the turnout was healthy com-
pared to past years and that his favorite part of the BBQ was the
chance to socialize with Clark County’s lawyers. This marks the
first time that anyone admitted that they enjoyed the company
of attorneys. Judge Melnick expressed a love of cooking and to
reassure the attorneys that the food was safe, proudly pro-
claimed that he had his food handler card in tow.

A sampling of comments from attending attorneys is as follows.
The names remain anonymous to protect their reputations.
Some poetic license was used.

“I didn’t show up for the company or to have fun; I came for the
free food and I was not disappointed.”

Annual CCBA BBQ
MARK SAMPATH
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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“The food was great; Judge Melnick’s culinary reputation pre-
cedes him and he lives up to it.” Regarding the company, the
attorney said: “No Comment.”

“The food was excellent and having a burger cooked by a judge is
worth both the bar fees and the pain of having to hang out with
this crew.”

“The food was good but bossing around Judge Melnick is the
best part.”

“Good food, great company.”

“Judge Melnick’s ‘gigantor” dogs are always something to look
forward to and the company was not too shabby.”

Chris Sundstrom wanted his comments on the record, stating
the “food was solid except for the stale chips which were left over
from last year’s BBQ.” Chris then blamed this shortcoming to
the inherent “cheapness” of Commisioner Stahnke. (His words
not ours and he insisted we print them as is).

Finally, many raffle tickets were sold for a chance to win a new
grill, but there were a number of members, I won’t name names
but you know who you are, who came up with empty pockets
when it was time to purchase. 

Overall, the weather was beautiful, the food was good, and
everyone had a great time. We thank Judge Melnick for his culi-
nary contributions.

Entertainment Books
are still available!

Now Only $10!
Call Lisa at 695-5975

Benefits of CCBA Membership
HEARSAY Monthly Newsletter
(and discounted advertising rates)

Free copy of the Membership
and Resource Directory

High-quality CLEs at discounted member
rates; saving you travel time and money
on your annual educational requirements

Access to the Southwest Washington
Lawyer Referral Service

Social and networking opportunities 
throughout the year: quarterly membership
meetings, annual Golf Tournament, 
Winter Social, and the Summer Barbeque

The opportunity to participate in
committees and sections pertinent 
to your interests and practice

Call 695-5975 to become a member!
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If you had it to do all over again, would you still have
gone into law?  Why or why not?
Yes, I am happy with the direction of my legal career. Now,
planning my next career. Hmm, maybe that herb farm... 

What activities do you enjoy in your spare time?
Growing herbs. I use lavender to make a tincture, that is a won-
derful antiseptic and aromatherapy spray.  I like sharing that.
A Judge, who shall not be named, sprays it on his pillow at
night.  He says he sleeps very well.  Lately, I'm into fine quality
sea salts.  I make medicinal quality bath salts.  We recently
smoked French sea salt over chardonnay-soaked cherry wood.
Amazing!

Do you have a desert island “Top 5” 
books or music albums?
Anything by David Sedaris

How has the practice of law in Clark County changed
since you started?
The technology drives the way we practice now.  

Favorite vacation destination 
(or dream vacation destination)?
Sicily!  I could live there part time.  Spain is my second favorite.

You’re President for enough time to make only one 
executive decision. What is it?
Stop the wars.

What type of products do you never go cheap on, 
for the sake of quality?
Pet food. Stella (the lab) and Pinkie (the Maine Coon cat) get
only the very best.

Describe a few pet peeves of yours.
People in the supermarket, and even farmer's market who strip
ears of corn and throw them back into the bin. First of all, there
is no need to do that.  With a bit of practice you can feel the
kernels through the husks to determine if it's a fully developed
ear.  Secondly, the throwbacks just dry out, nobody will buy
them and food is wasted.  I pointed that out to a gentleman at
Fred Meyer a couple of weeks ago, in the nicest way possible,
while he stripped and threw back ear after ear.  Well, he started
yelling and came at me with balled-up fists.  Scary!   

What childhood event shaped or scarred you the most?
Moving to the bay area from a little depressed town in upstate
New York in 1965.  It was mind-expanding, enlightening and fun!   

Now open at 16209 SE McGillivray, Ste. N, Vancouver In the Fischer’s Mercantile Center 360.883.2233

New Client Special

$10 
$10 

Caring about the needs of our customers is our main focus.

(L to r) Stylists Terrin Edwards, Alexa Sanchez, 
Shandra Montoya, and Jessica Fraidenberg  

(formally with Ethos) 

S.W. Washington office
805 Broadway Street, Vancouver
(360) 823-0410
GevurtzMenashe.com

Representing clients in 
Oregon and Washington

PPatents 
Trademarks 
Copyrights 

Trade Secrets 
Unfair Competition 

Litigation 

Licensing 
Counseling 

Due Diligence 

We are creative about protecting 
intellectual property 

406 West 12th Street 
Vancouver, WA 
(360) 750-9931 

www.rylanderlaw.com 

RYLANDER 
& ASSOCIATES PC 
Trial & Patent Attorneys 
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Where did you grow up and how did you 
end up in Vancouver?
I grew up in Utica, New York. When I graduated high school,
my parents moved the family to the San Francisco bay area,
where I attended Stanford University Medical School for radi-
ologic technology training.  I worked in the bay area, married
and we subsequently moved to Vancouver.  I worked at the old
Vancouver Memorial Hospital until they merged with then-St.
Joseph's Hospital to form Southwest Washington Medical
Center (now Peace Health).  When the medical center
installed the very first CT scanner in the county, I was trans-
ferred there to operate it.  

What or who inspired you to practice law?
Steve Thayer.  While I was working at the medical center, I
took on a second job as Editor of in-house publications.  We
did an employee and a physician's newsletter.  The hospital had
hired Betty Sue Morris as Public Relations Director, and I was
to interview her.  At the time, she was the Oregonian's court-
beat reporter in Clark County.  She was covering a criminal
trial where Steve was defense counsel.  Betty Sue suggested
that I meet her at the courtroom and then we would do the
interview over lunch.  I watched Steve perform for about an
hour, and that was all it took.  To this day, I tell him he should
have paid my student loans.

What would you be doing if you were not an attorney?
Probably running an herb farm.

Who inspired your practice style or courtroom
demeanor?
Not one person in particular, but I do admire David McDon-
ald; my partner of 26 years and the love of my life.

Is there one case which really affected or changed you in
a profound way?  If so, which and why?
Too many to count. Each client changes me in some ways.

Is it possible to be friends with opposing counsel? 
Why or why not?
Depends on who that is. Some attorneys take on the worst
characteristics of their clients in the heat of battle.  Two of my
dearest friends practice family law here, and I've had cases with
both of them.  The friendships, I believe enhanced the settle-
ment of the cases.  We started out with mutual respect and
honesty.  The clients followed suit.

What advice would you give an attorney 
beginning a practice?
Never take a case where you do not like the client; no matter
how much they want to pay you.  You don't have to really
really like the client, but if they give you a little knot in the
stomach they will cost you more than they ever can pay.  Some
people just have too much anger, and that eventually will come
back on you.

What are the best and worst aspects of practicing 
in Clark County?
We are blessed with good Judges and Commissioners.  
I really like the smaller community feeling.  There is a cama-
raderie and congenialty among the attorneys that makes
practice enjoyable.

Describe your dream client/case:
My clients are screened by Stella, my faithful yellow lab and
office personal greeter. If they don't get by Stella (or my gut
test above), they don't get into the case load.  So nearly every
case and client is good.    

What is the best piece of advice you have 
received along the way?
The same advice I stated above for a new attorney. 
Ken Weber gave me that gem when I started my own practice.
He was so right. 

GETTING TO KNOW:

KARIN DeDONA
“Getting to Know” is a monthly feature designed to better acquaint 
the membership with our local attorneys, judges and other people of 
interest to the Clark County bench and bar.  This month’s subject is 
Vancouver Attorney, Karin DeDona.This is the conclusion of a three-part series regarding the history

of the Clark County Superior Court Bench.  At this writing, the
Clark County Bar membership has rendered their preference
poll for the appointment of a new judge for Department One to
fill the shoes of the Honorable Roger Bennett.  The Governor
should have enough information to make the appointment; let’s
hope it’s soon.

When last we met, Judge Skimas had just retired from Depart-
ment Four and Judge Lodge would be the third person to sit on
the Bench in Department Three.  All references herein are taken
from  A History of The Superior Court Judges of Clark County,
Washington, By Hon. Roger A. Bennett (1994; ed. 2011), avail-
able at the Clark County Law Library.

The Modern Bench
Those that have practiced since the 1990’s
will remember Judge Thomas L. Lodge as a
no-nonsense trier of fact who always kept
sight of what was logical when he rendered
an opinion.  Judge Lodge was born in 1936
in Sturgis, South Dakota.  He moved with is
family to Clark County during World War
II when his father became employed with

the Kaiser Shipyards.  Judge Lodge attended Vancouver High
School and was the quarterback on the 1954 Vancouver High
School team, rated as one of the top teams in the State.  After
high school, Judge Lodge joined the Army and was stationed in
Germany with the 3rd Armored Division.

Judge Lodge returned to the Northwest after two years in the
service and attended the University of Washington, followed by
the Willamette University College of Law in Salem, Oregon.
Judge Lodge was the first editor of the Law Review at Willamette
and was the first Willamette Graduate to be hired by the presti-
gious firm of Koerner, Young, which is now known as Lane
Powell, PC in Portland, Oregon.  Judge Lodged practiced in
Portland for a year, and then received a scholarship to attend
New York University’s tax school, where he edited the Tax Law
Review, and received his Master of Taxation in 1965.

Judge Lodge took the Washington Bar exam in the summer of
1964 and after receiving his tax degree was hired by William
Boettcher and John Skimas.  The firm was Boettcher, Skimas and
Lodge, which later merged with the firm of LaLonde and Ladley.
Judge Lodge was the President of the Clark County Bar Associa-

tion in 1971, and held the position as commissioner of the
American Softball Association for Southwest Washington for a
period of 16 years.

Judge Lodge ran in a special election in November 1975 for Judge
of Department Three and defeated J. Dean Morgan and Robert
Harris.  In the early 1980’s Judge Lodge heard several cases
regarding litigant Jack Stein.  Stein was disgruntled and hired men
to kill opposing litigants and Judge Lodge.  One person was killed
and several attempts were made on the life of attorney Ned Hall.
At one point a bomb in the courthouse was contemplated, but it
was never carried out.  Stein was later convicted by a visiting judge
to 45 years in prison.  Judge Lodge ran unopposed in each election
from that point up to his retirement in 1997.

The Honorable J. Dean Morgan
Judge Bennett’s predecessor in Department
One was J. Dean Morgan, the third Clark
County Superior Court Judge to achieve the
position of appellate court judge.  Judge
Morgan is a native of Berkeley, California,
born in 1942.  Judge Morgan received his
undergraduate degree in 1964 from the
University of California at Berkeley and

attended Hastings College of Law, where he graduated in 1968
and admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Judge Morgan practiced in Seattle from 1968 to 1972 with the
firm Houger, Garvey and Schubert, where one of his clients was
the City of Bellevue.  In 1972 Judge Morgan came to Vancouver
the year Judge Reed left for the Court of Appeals.  In 1977 Judge
Morgan assumed the duties in Department One after the retire-
ment of J. Guthrie Langsdorf.  Judge Morgan was known for his
meticulous and analytic approach to the law.  

Judge Morgan taught evidence at the Lewis and Clark College
Law School between 1983 and 1990 and at the National Judicial
College in Reno, Nevada from 1979 to 1985.  Judge Morgan was
also a faculty member teaching criminal procedure and evidence
at the Washington Judicial College and has taught in some form
for the University of Washington, Washington State Bar Associ-
ation, Seattle University School of Law and the Clark County
Bar Association.  

When Judge Reed retired from the Court of Appeals in the fall of
1990, Judge Morgan was appointed by Governor Gardner to the

JEAN McCOY
Hearsay Special Correspondent

A History of Superior Court...
And Lodge Makes Three
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position.  Judge Morgan was an accomplished musician, playing
the trumpet, piano and guitar.  Judge Morgan had a wonderful
memory for people’s names and their stories and was a favorite
visitor to Bar functions after his appointment to the Court of
Appeals.  After a very distinguished career on the bench, Judge
Morgan retired from public service on October 5, 2005.

Our Last Retiree, Robert L. Harris
Judge Robert L. Harris’ December 2009
retirement is still fresh in many of our
minds.  One reason could be because Judge
Harris did not feel he was ready to retire,
but was forced into retirement by a consti-
tutional provision mandating retirement
after the age of 75.  Judge Harris was the
longest serving Superior Court Judge in the

State, having achieved 30 years on the bench.  

Judge Harris was born in 1934 in Spokane, Washington and
grew up in the Eastern Oregon area of the John Day Valley.
Beginning in 1952 he attended Washington State University,
graduating with a degree in political science and attended the
University of Washington Law School, graduating in 1958.
Judge Harris worked after graduation for a year as clerk for Chief
Justice Frank Weaver of the Washington State Supreme Court.
Judge Harris served in the Air Force reserves for six years after
graduation from Law School.

Judge Harris moved to Vancouver in 1959 and worked as a
deputy prosecuting attorney with a part-time private practice on
the side.  In 1970 Judge Harris left the prosecutor’s office, practic-
ing solo for two years before joining the firm of Mason and Foley
in 1972.  In 1978 Judge Harris was the President of the Clark
County Bar Association and while he was in private practice was
a bar examiner for the State Bar Association and one of the
founders of the Washington State Young Lawyer’s Association.

On September 1, 1979, Judge Harris was appointed to the newly
created Department Five by then Governor Dixie Lee Ray.
Immediately after appointment Judge Harris was required to run
for re-election in November, defeating opponent Edwin Poyfair.
As we know when a new Department is created, the actual office
space follows later.  Judge Harris initially did not have his own
courtroom and heard cases in juvenile court, and set up his office
in Judge McMullen’s library.  Judge Harris heard several sensa-
tional criminal trials, including State v. Clark Hazen, which was
the first death penalty case in Clark County after reenactment of
the death penalty, and he presided over the case of State v. Wes-
ley Allan Dodd, which received national attention and resulted
in the first actual execution in Washington in over thirty years.
Judge Harris placed an indelible mark on our County, and in
December 2009 he was honored by the Clark County Commis-
sioners with a renaming of Juvenile Hall as the “Robert L. Harris
Juvenile Justice Center”.

Gentleman Jim
Our next Superior Court Judge is everyone’s
favorite, James D. Ladley.  Judge Ladley was
not only a well-reasoned Judge, he made
sure each litigant and counsel had their say,
and conveyed his appreciation for their par-
ticipation, regardless of whether he ruled in
their favor or not.  He truly is a “Gentleman”
of the best sort.  Judge Ladley was the third

member of his law firm to become a Judge.  Judge Ladley was
born in 1936 in Aberdeen, Washington and graduated from
Hoquiam High School in 1954.  He attended Whitman College
in Walla Walla and graduated in 1958 with degrees in economics
and business.  In 1961 Judge Ladley graduated from the Univer-
sity of Washington Law School and began a job in the Seattle
regional office of the Securities and Exchange Commission.

On July 4, 1964 Judge Ladley began private practice with the firm
of Robinson and Landerholm, and in December of 1965 moved
to the firm of LaLonde, LaLonde and Ladley.  As we know from
Judge Lodge’s history, that firm later merged with the firm of
Boettcher, Skimas and Lodge.  Judge Ladley was president of the
Clark County Bar Association in 1978 and 1979.

On December 15, 1982, Governor Spellman appointed Judge
Ladley to the bench for Department Two, replacing Judge
McMullen.  Judge Ladley was a very well-respected jurist and
was frequently sought to teach continuing education courses on
evidence and ethics.  Judge Ladley retired from the bench in
2000 and is currently widely sought as an arbitrator and media-
tor.  Judge Ladley continues to mentor young attorneys and his
door is always open.

Our Current Bench
Clark County has grown to the point that we now have ten judi-
cial departments.  Department Six was authorized by the
legislature in 1986 and Judge Barbara D. Johnson has been the
sole occupant of this position.  Department Seven was author-
ized in 1996 and Judge James E. Rulli was appointed to this
position and continues to serve with distinction.  Judge Diane
M. Woolard was appointed in 2000 to the newly created Depart-
ment Eight, and in 2004 Judge Robert Lewis was appointed to
Department Nine.  Department Ten was created in 2008 and its
first occupant, Scott Collier, was appointed by Governor Gre-
goire as the twenty-seventh Superior Court Judge in Clark
County history.  Our twenty-eighth Judge, the Honorable
Richard Melnick, is currently holding his own in Department
Five after Judge Harris’ well-publicized retirement.

There are many more interesting tidbits about our current sitting
judges we will be able to explore in coming articles and an
announcement regarding our twenty-ninth Judge is coming soon.  

 
CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  
 

WHEN: Friday, September 23, 2011 SHOTGUN START AT 1 P.M. 
   
WHERE: Cedars on Salmon Creek, Brush Prairie  
 
FORMAT: FOUR-PERSON SCRAMBLE with team competition.  Teams to be placed in 

flights. 
 
COST: $340 per teams ($85 per person) which includes green fees, golf cart, 

range balls, raffle prize, and dinner 
 
PRIZES: In addition to prizes for scores and contests, everyone will have a chance to 

win a raffle prize! 
 
DINNER: DINNER WILL BE SERVED BEGINNING AT 6:30 PM.   
  
GUESTS: Spouses and guests are welcome to the dinner and raffle for $30 per  
  person. 
  
TEAMS: Arrange your teams now.  We are limited to 20 teams.  
 
WHAT HAPPENED LAST YEAR:  With two weeks to go before the tournament date, there 

were only 2 teams registered to play.  It may have been the date, the 
format, the weather, or the committee, but we could not tie up the entire 
course for 2 teams.  So, if we do not have more teams registered by the 
September 2, 2011 deadline, the tournament will be cancelled again. 

 
Please enter me/us in the 2011 Clark County Bar Association Golf Tournament.  Indicate handicap or 
average score for 18 holes for each golfer. 
 

 
__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Name (Captain) Score/Handicap Name   Score/Handicap 

 
 

_________________________________ ________________________________ 
Name   Score/Handicap Name   Score/Handicap 

Payment Enclosed:  ___ $340 team    
     ___$30 dinner & raffle only Name(s)__________________________ 

Entries must be received by Friday, September 2, 2011.  
 Please return with this form with payment to CCBA via courier – 500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65 

Or mail - PO Box 61815, Vancouver, WA  98666 
Questions?  Call Mark Carter at 694-8955 or Tim Dack at 694-4227 Visit us online at: ccbawashington.org
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With regard to House ad we will want to make sure that the Entertainment
books ad get back in with "REDUCED RATE ONLY $15" in the ad.

We will want to make sure that the House ad regarding renting the board
room has "with WIFI" in the ad.

The Clark County Bar Association is delighted to announce that it will host a CLE series geared to the
new members of the legal community titled Nuts & Bolts: What Every Practioner Needs to Know. The
series will vary from one to three hours every second Wednesday of the month. Each session will feature
knowledgeable attorneys in a particular area of practice, and focus on the basic issues and procedures
confronting an area of law. The current list of dates and topics are as follows:

   Date              Topic      Speaker
   Committee

     Member

September
14, 2011

Wills and Estates Carol McCaulley

October 12, 
2011

Criminal Trial Suzan Clark

November 
9, 2011

Bankruptcy Scott Matthews

December 
14, 2011

Collecting on Judgments Mark Beatty

Each one of the series is on $50 or you can purchase a discount card and attend 6 of the 12 events for
$250.  We’ll meet at the Quay at 3:00 and be done in time for happy hour. Materials will be provided free

for download for those who register three days before the seminar, or for a modest fee at the door. 

Call 695-5975 to register
For firms with new associates, this series is a great way to support your local bar association 

and provide new associates with an introduction to the community and a broad set of  useful 
legal skills and information.

C L A R K  C O U N T Y  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N  C L E  S E R I E S

Nuts & Bolts: What Every Practioner Needs to Know

CHUCK 
CORRIGAN

administer donations, gift and bequests for the enrichment and
enhancement of the communities’ parks, trails and recreational 
programs.

And, finally, one last Judge Bennett story.
With his last official day on the payroll being
August 31, 2011, we have a story that is not
under the famed “pact of secrecy”.  A “gag
order”, according to Wikipedia, is an order,
sometimes a legal order by a court or gov-
ernment, other times a private order by an
employer or other institution, restricting
information or comment from being made
public.  Judge Bennett at one point in his judicial career had to issue
an actual gag order, only with an actual gag.  A criminal defendant
once was so profane and so out of control in court proceedings that
the Judge actually ordered the sheriff deputies to gag the defendant
the next time he appeared in Court.  It led the deputies on quite a
search to come up with something appropriate, as “gags” are not on
the County requisition list..  

Your esteemed colleague Raisa Judicata can’t be everywhere. If you
have a tidbit of news you would like the world to know, send a note
to raisajudicata@gmail.com. Raisa usually checks in the first Mon-
day of every month. Remember, it is your ethical duty to support
your member organization with juicy gossip and goings on.

Rider & Associates Inc. provides superior court reporting services to the legal profession in 

Southwest Washington and the Portland, Oregon region. We have successfully served our  

clients since 1979 by offering many features and benefits tailored to your needs. We specialize 

in complex medical and technical terminology and offer the latest technology in both software 

and hardware applications to support the needs of a demanding industry. Rider & Associates, 

Inc. will guarantee the highest level of professionalism with personalized service and attention 

to detail.  

P.O Box 245 

Vancouver, WA 98666 

Phone:  800.869.0864 

Fax: 360.693.1037 

E-mail: Teresa@RiderandAssociates.com 

Web: www.RiderandAssociates.com 

 

Our Services Include: 

♦ 7-10 day turnaround time without an expedite fee 

♦ Full-Time Staff 

♦ Realtime Reporting 

♦ Computerized Transcription 

♦ Caseview/Live Note 

♦ e-Transcript 

♦ Immediate Delivery 

♦ Conference Rooms 

♦ Scanning and Archiving of Exhibits  

♦ Internet Realtime 

♦ Realtime Captioning for Hearing Impaired 

Affiliations: 
 

♦ NCRA National Court Reporters Association 

♦ WCRA Washington Court Reporters Association 

♦ STAR Society for the Technological Advancement of 

Reporting 

♦ MTIA Medical Transcription Industry Association 

♦ AHDI Association for Healthcare Documentation 

Integrity 

♦ AHDI-Washington Association for Healthcare    

Documentation Integrity of Washington 

♦ AHDI-Oregon  Association for Healthcare Documen-

tation Integrity of Oregon  

Urgently looking for a will made for 
Harold G. and Geraldine M. Foster. 

They lived in Vancouver, WA. in the 60's. 
First at 518 Miami Way then on Michigan St.

Call 352-391-8218
or 386-454-3977

Cynthia Butler Home phone: 386-454-3977
Cell phone: 352-391-8218

email: cindyb3007@yahoo.com

W I L L  S E A R C HCorporate Portraits & Event
Photography

Photography by 
LeeAnn Gauthier

503.235.7964

Mobile portrait studio

photofem.printroom.com

360-574-1600 • 7700 NE 26TH Avenue • Vancouver, WA 98685

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
$750 per month includes

14x14 office and separate legal assistant 
workstation with free parking.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY
Vancouver law firm is seeking a licensed Washington State attorney having a

minimum of two years litigation experience. The candidate should have 
consumer bankruptcy experience and have either experience in, or the 
willingness to develop, a couple other areas of law.  Basic knowledge 

of Microsoft word, Excel, and Outlook required.  
Having an Oregon license is a plus. The candidate will be expected to 

fully manage his or her own cases including having direct client contact.  
This position provides the opportunity for a candidate with initiative and

a willingness to work hard, to quickly develop as an attorney.  

We offer a competitive benefits and compensation package. 
Please respond to this ad by forwarding your cover letter and résumé.

ccba_ad101@ccbawashington.org
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The meeting began shortly after noon. Persons present were
Judge Robert Lewis, Ann Christian, Suzan Clark, Heather
Beasley and John Fairgrieve.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Competency evaluations being conducted on out-of-custody
criminal defendants by Western State Hospital (WSH): Ann
Christian told the committee that the current backlog of out of
custody criminal defendants waiting to be evaluated for compe-
tency, diminished capacity or insanity is about 220 cases. There
is a tentative plan to repeat a procedure used last month where
WSH sent four psychologists to Vancouver and in a one-day
period evaluated a number of defendants.

NEW BUSINESS    
1. A replacement for Judge Roger Bennett: The committee
briefly discussed the upcoming bar preference poll of the candi-
dates to replace Judge Bennett and it was announced that
representatives from the governor’s office would be in Vancou-
ver late in the week of July 11 to interview the candidates. Judge
Nichols stated that the new judge’s initial duties would depend
on his or her legal background.  

2. Felony Indigent Defense Appointments:  Judge Lewis men-
tioned that Felony Indigent Defense Appointments were
running ahead of projections at this point in the year. Ann Chris-
tian stated that appointments were currently running about 20
cases per month ahead of projections. 

3. Jail Contact Rooms: Ann Christian raised this issue and
reported to the committee that there are four rooms in the jail
where criminal defense attorneys are allowed to have direct con-
tact with their clients. In June a decision was made to reserve
one of the rooms for corrections personnel to use to interview
defendants, creating additional demand for the remaining three
rooms and occasionally leading to long waits for defense attor-
neys to see their clients. Ann stated that she spoke to jail
administrators and that corrections now has one of the rooms
reserved for its use from 10-11 am and 1-3 pm. Outside of these
hours the room will be available, along with the other three
rooms, for use by defense counsel and their clients.    

4. Discovery in criminal cases: There was a comment that dis-
covery in criminal cases has recently been particularly slow. John
Fairgrieve stated he would look into the matter. 

5. Financial Status of the Clark County Bar Association: It was
reported that the financial status of the Bar Association, which
has been of some concern, has improved recently. 

6. Next Bench Bar committee meeting: The committee decided
not to meet during the month of August. The committee will
meet next on Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at noon in Judge
Nichols’ jury room.  

Respectfully submitted,
John Fairgrieve  

SUPERIOR COURT BENCH/BAR COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
JULY 12, 2011

JOHN FAIRGRIEVE
CCBA Vice President

While the conflict in Iraq and
Afghanistan has become part of
the background of our daily life,
for families with a loved one
overseas the conflict remains
front and center.  Writing is one
way local attorney Lori Volk-
man copes with the fact that
her husband is deployed in the
Middle East, as she raises their
two young children solo for
now.  Lori, an attorney in the Clark County Prosecutor’s office, has
achieved mini-celebrity status for her Blog called “Witty Little
Secret”.  Lori’s Blog was featured in October last year by Word-
Press.com, and was a finalist in the category for spouse blogs at the
2011 Military Blog Awards in Washington, D.C.  In less than a year
the blog achieved over 45,000 hits and she has a following of regulars
who receive an update whenever she makes a new post.  Anyone
who is raising young kids, or recalls those days, will recognize the sto-
ries of juggling family with the demands of being a lawyer.  What we
can also respect is doing all this, while being a single parent, worrying
about the well-being of the father of your children, and whether the
same person you loved will be the person that comes back from war.
Check it out at:  http://wittylittlesecret.wordpress.com/ and send
her your words of encouragement.

To prove that no good deed goes unpunished, Steve Turner could
be a wanted man for nothing more than having his car stolen.  Steve,
in-house counsel at Total Mechanical, Inc., had his car stolen
recently, along with a navigation system and binoculars.  When he
received a call from the Clackamas County Sheriff’s office that they
had recovered his binoculars and navigation system, he went to pick
them up.  He noticed later while using the binoculars that they were
not the same ones he owned.  Steve called Clackamas County to
determine whether his binoculars may have been switched with

another pair still on site.
The helpful deputies told
Steve there were no other
binoculars and to return
the ones he received if they
were not his.  A short time
later, Steve received a 
certified letter that he was
required to return the
binoculars to Clackamas
County, or else.  I guess
keeping a pair of binocu-
lars is not worth getting fingerprinted and put in the same hole 
with the guy that stole your car.  Let’s hope Steve’s next photo 
isn’t a mugshot!

The grand opening of the new public library on Evergreen and C
Street is a welcome addition to the downtown community.  A local
firm played a small part in the construction.  For a one-year period,
Landerholm, PS, on the 10th floor at 805 Broadway, hosted a time-
lapse video camera in a conference room with an easterly view so the
contractor could film the construction and development of the facil-
ity.  The final product is less than two minutes long, and can be viewed
at http://www.fvrl.org/aboutus/Main_Library_Project.htm.

Two more attorneys are receiving publicity for
their good deeds.  Tonya Rulli, a County Prose-
cutor, is a new member of the Board of
Directors of the Children’s Center, a local non-
profit organization providing mental health
services to children and families in Clark
County.  Matthew Bisturis, from the Vancouver
office of Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, has
been elected President of the Parks Foundation
of Clark County, an entity created to accept and

What CCBA
Members Are 
Doing About Town
RAISA JUDICATA
Guest Gossip Columnist

DOUBLE HEARSAY

Lori Volkman is a superstar mom and lawyer. Steve Turner and Jessica Dimitrov enjoy a free burger at the
CCBA Barbeque.

Matthew Bisturis is President
of the Parks Foundation of
Clark County.

Advertise with us!!! 
Reach 500 Attorneys and Legal

Professionals throughout Clark County!

Call Lisa Darco
for pricing &
space availability
360.695.5975

Call Lisa Darco
for pricing &
space availability
360.695.5975
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John Ashworth is named partner, and Bob Lowry is named of counsel, further strengthening
our legal services team with these AV® rated lawyers.

We are proud to welcome JohnP.Ashworth& RobertB.Lowry
toKell Alterman &Runstein.

John Ashworth’s practice focuses on environmental law and business litigation. He has earned a strong
national reputation by successfully representing clients involved in multimillion-dollar federal and state
Superfund sites and related cleanup litigation. Last year he was named one of Oregon’s top environmental
lawyers by Chambers USA:America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. He earned his J.D. from NewYork University
School of Law in 1982, is admitted to practice in Oregon andWashington, and was previously with Bullivant
Houser Bailey for 29 years in Portland.

Bob Lowry’s practice focuses on environmental law, also including national recognition regarding multimillion-
dollar federal and state Superfund sites and related cleanup litigation, and commercial litigation, with an
emphasis on fraud and civil racketeering cases. He has prosecuted and defended a range of matters through
trial and appeal in federal and state courts. He earned his J.D. with great honors from Northwestern School
of Law at Lewis & Clark College, is licensed to practice in Oregon, practices with special permission in
other jurisdictions, and was previously with Bullivant Houser Bailey in Portland for 26 years.

Visit www.kelrun.com to meet our other attorneys and learn about the firm, founded by Portland civic leader and attorney Gus J.
Solomon in 1929.We retain a personal touch and remain more focused, progressive and passionate than ever about providing effective,
helpful legal assistance to individuals, families and business.

KELL ALTERMAN& RUNSTEIN LLP
Attorneys Eight decades of progressive thinking.

Portland, OR & Vancouver, WA
503.222.3531 www.kelrun.com

LITIGATION ATTORNEY
Expanding AV-rated Insurance Defense firm seeks experienced litigation 

attorneys for immediate placement for their office in Union Square.  

Practice focus is on Construction Defect Litigation (developer representation).  

Must have good supervisory skills and be able to take a case from start to trial, 

although trial experience is not necessary.  Employer paid benefits include: medical,

dental, life and LTD, Section 125 Plan, Cafeteria Plan and 401(k) plan also provided.

Bonus package and other perks.  

Please submit cover letter, resume and references to:

Julie M. Young - Legal Administrator
T: 800 659 8821 | T: 858 513 1020 | F: 858 513 1012 |
Lorber, Greenfield & Polito, LLP | 13985 Stowe Drive, Poway, CA 92064 |
www.lorberlaw.com

CCBA Annual Meeting and Lunch
Monday September 12, 2011

12:00 – 3:30 PM
Red Lion at the Quay

100 Columbia Street, Vancouver 

Judge Johnson will give a Superior Court report

Judge Hagensen will give a District Court report

Clerks office and committee reports

Treasure Report – Susan Clark

Election of the new CCBA Board of Trustees
Special Guest Speaker: Professor Arthur Kohn, Ph.D  

Topic: The Gentle Art of Persuasion
This seminar will teach you how to effectively employ six powerful 

principles of influence capable of transforming virtually any interaction.

In an effort to better accommodate our members
Pre-Paid registration is mandatory for lunch.

Italian Buffet  
Lunch: $25.00 Without Lunch: $5.00

Annual Meeting registration September 12, 2011

Name & Telephone Number    Lunch   No Lunch

Clark County Bar Association   500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65 (by Courier) or 

P.O. Box 61815 Vancouver, WA 98666 (by Mail)

Phone: (360) 695-5975   or    Fax: (360) 737-6891

Please make checks payable to the CCBA or if you would prefer to pay 
with a credit card just call the Bar office at (360) 695-5975.
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Judge Robert Lewis, Ann Christian, Suzan Clark, Heather
Beasley and John Fairgrieve.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Competency evaluations being conducted on out-of-custody
criminal defendants by Western State Hospital (WSH): Ann
Christian told the committee that the current backlog of out of
custody criminal defendants waiting to be evaluated for compe-
tency, diminished capacity or insanity is about 220 cases. There
is a tentative plan to repeat a procedure used last month where
WSH sent four psychologists to Vancouver and in a one-day
period evaluated a number of defendants.

NEW BUSINESS    
1. A replacement for Judge Roger Bennett: The committee
briefly discussed the upcoming bar preference poll of the candi-
dates to replace Judge Bennett and it was announced that
representatives from the governor’s office would be in Vancou-
ver late in the week of July 11 to interview the candidates. Judge
Nichols stated that the new judge’s initial duties would depend
on his or her legal background.  

2. Felony Indigent Defense Appointments:  Judge Lewis men-
tioned that Felony Indigent Defense Appointments were
running ahead of projections at this point in the year. Ann Chris-
tian stated that appointments were currently running about 20
cases per month ahead of projections. 

3. Jail Contact Rooms: Ann Christian raised this issue and
reported to the committee that there are four rooms in the jail
where criminal defense attorneys are allowed to have direct con-
tact with their clients. In June a decision was made to reserve
one of the rooms for corrections personnel to use to interview
defendants, creating additional demand for the remaining three
rooms and occasionally leading to long waits for defense attor-
neys to see their clients. Ann stated that she spoke to jail
administrators and that corrections now has one of the rooms
reserved for its use from 10-11 am and 1-3 pm. Outside of these
hours the room will be available, along with the other three
rooms, for use by defense counsel and their clients.    

4. Discovery in criminal cases: There was a comment that dis-
covery in criminal cases has recently been particularly slow. John
Fairgrieve stated he would look into the matter. 

5. Financial Status of the Clark County Bar Association: It was
reported that the financial status of the Bar Association, which
has been of some concern, has improved recently. 

6. Next Bench Bar committee meeting: The committee decided
not to meet during the month of August. The committee will
meet next on Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at noon in Judge
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John Fairgrieve  

SUPERIOR COURT BENCH/BAR COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
JULY 12, 2011

JOHN FAIRGRIEVE
CCBA Vice President

While the conflict in Iraq and
Afghanistan has become part of
the background of our daily life,
for families with a loved one
overseas the conflict remains
front and center.  Writing is one
way local attorney Lori Volk-
man copes with the fact that
her husband is deployed in the
Middle East, as she raises their
two young children solo for
now.  Lori, an attorney in the Clark County Prosecutor’s office, has
achieved mini-celebrity status for her Blog called “Witty Little
Secret”.  Lori’s Blog was featured in October last year by Word-
Press.com, and was a finalist in the category for spouse blogs at the
2011 Military Blog Awards in Washington, D.C.  In less than a year
the blog achieved over 45,000 hits and she has a following of regulars
who receive an update whenever she makes a new post.  Anyone
who is raising young kids, or recalls those days, will recognize the sto-
ries of juggling family with the demands of being a lawyer.  What we
can also respect is doing all this, while being a single parent, worrying
about the well-being of the father of your children, and whether the
same person you loved will be the person that comes back from war.
Check it out at:  http://wittylittlesecret.wordpress.com/ and send
her your words of encouragement.

To prove that no good deed goes unpunished, Steve Turner could
be a wanted man for nothing more than having his car stolen.  Steve,
in-house counsel at Total Mechanical, Inc., had his car stolen
recently, along with a navigation system and binoculars.  When he
received a call from the Clackamas County Sheriff’s office that they
had recovered his binoculars and navigation system, he went to pick
them up.  He noticed later while using the binoculars that they were
not the same ones he owned.  Steve called Clackamas County to
determine whether his binoculars may have been switched with

another pair still on site.
The helpful deputies told
Steve there were no other
binoculars and to return
the ones he received if they
were not his.  A short time
later, Steve received a 
certified letter that he was
required to return the
binoculars to Clackamas
County, or else.  I guess
keeping a pair of binocu-
lars is not worth getting fingerprinted and put in the same hole 
with the guy that stole your car.  Let’s hope Steve’s next photo 
isn’t a mugshot!

The grand opening of the new public library on Evergreen and C
Street is a welcome addition to the downtown community.  A local
firm played a small part in the construction.  For a one-year period,
Landerholm, PS, on the 10th floor at 805 Broadway, hosted a time-
lapse video camera in a conference room with an easterly view so the
contractor could film the construction and development of the facil-
ity.  The final product is less than two minutes long, and can be viewed
at http://www.fvrl.org/aboutus/Main_Library_Project.htm.

Two more attorneys are receiving publicity for
their good deeds.  Tonya Rulli, a County Prose-
cutor, is a new member of the Board of
Directors of the Children’s Center, a local non-
profit organization providing mental health
services to children and families in Clark
County.  Matthew Bisturis, from the Vancouver
office of Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, has
been elected President of the Parks Foundation
of Clark County, an entity created to accept and

What CCBA
Members Are 
Doing About Town
RAISA JUDICATA
Guest Gossip Columnist

DOUBLE HEARSAY

Lori Volkman is a superstar mom and lawyer. Steve Turner and Jessica Dimitrov enjoy a free burger at the
CCBA Barbeque.

Matthew Bisturis is President
of the Parks Foundation of
Clark County.

Advertise with us!!! 
Reach 500 Attorneys and Legal

Professionals throughout Clark County!

Call Lisa Darco
for pricing &
space availability
360.695.5975

Call Lisa Darco
for pricing &
space availability
360.695.5975
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With regard to House ad we will want to make sure that the Entertainment
books ad get back in with "REDUCED RATE ONLY $15" in the ad.

We will want to make sure that the House ad regarding renting the board
room has "with WIFI" in the ad.

The Clark County Bar Association is delighted to announce that it will host a CLE series geared to the
new members of the legal community titled Nuts & Bolts: What Every Practioner Needs to Know. The
series will vary from one to three hours every second Wednesday of the month. Each session will feature
knowledgeable attorneys in a particular area of practice, and focus on the basic issues and procedures
confronting an area of law. The current list of dates and topics are as follows:

   Date              Topic      Speaker
   Committee

     Member

September
14, 2011

Wills and Estates Carol McCaulley

October 12, 
2011

Criminal Trial Suzan Clark

November 
9, 2011

Bankruptcy Scott Matthews

December 
14, 2011

Collecting on Judgments Mark Beatty

Each one of the series is on $50 or you can purchase a discount card and attend 6 of the 12 events for
$250.  We’ll meet at the Quay at 3:00 and be done in time for happy hour. Materials will be provided free

for download for those who register three days before the seminar, or for a modest fee at the door. 

Call 695-5975 to register
For firms with new associates, this series is a great way to support your local bar association 

and provide new associates with an introduction to the community and a broad set of  useful 
legal skills and information.

C L A R K  C O U N T Y  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N  C L E  S E R I E S

Nuts & Bolts: What Every Practioner Needs to Know

CHUCK 
CORRIGAN

administer donations, gift and bequests for the enrichment and
enhancement of the communities’ parks, trails and recreational 
programs.

And, finally, one last Judge Bennett story.
With his last official day on the payroll being
August 31, 2011, we have a story that is not
under the famed “pact of secrecy”.  A “gag
order”, according to Wikipedia, is an order,
sometimes a legal order by a court or gov-
ernment, other times a private order by an
employer or other institution, restricting
information or comment from being made
public.  Judge Bennett at one point in his judicial career had to issue
an actual gag order, only with an actual gag.  A criminal defendant
once was so profane and so out of control in court proceedings that
the Judge actually ordered the sheriff deputies to gag the defendant
the next time he appeared in Court.  It led the deputies on quite a
search to come up with something appropriate, as “gags” are not on
the County requisition list..  

Your esteemed colleague Raisa Judicata can’t be everywhere. If you
have a tidbit of news you would like the world to know, send a note
to raisajudicata@gmail.com. Raisa usually checks in the first Mon-
day of every month. Remember, it is your ethical duty to support
your member organization with juicy gossip and goings on.

Rider & Associates Inc. provides superior court reporting services to the legal profession in 

Southwest Washington and the Portland, Oregon region. We have successfully served our  

clients since 1979 by offering many features and benefits tailored to your needs. We specialize 

in complex medical and technical terminology and offer the latest technology in both software 

and hardware applications to support the needs of a demanding industry. Rider & Associates, 

Inc. will guarantee the highest level of professionalism with personalized service and attention 

to detail.  

P.O Box 245 

Vancouver, WA 98666 

Phone:  800.869.0864 

Fax: 360.693.1037 

E-mail: Teresa@RiderandAssociates.com 

Web: www.RiderandAssociates.com 

 

Our Services Include: 

♦ 7-10 day turnaround time without an expedite fee 

♦ Full-Time Staff 

♦ Realtime Reporting 

♦ Computerized Transcription 

♦ Caseview/Live Note 

♦ e-Transcript 

♦ Immediate Delivery 

♦ Conference Rooms 

♦ Scanning and Archiving of Exhibits  

♦ Internet Realtime 

♦ Realtime Captioning for Hearing Impaired 

Affiliations: 
 

♦ NCRA National Court Reporters Association 

♦ WCRA Washington Court Reporters Association 

♦ STAR Society for the Technological Advancement of 

Reporting 

♦ MTIA Medical Transcription Industry Association 

♦ AHDI Association for Healthcare Documentation 

Integrity 

♦ AHDI-Washington Association for Healthcare    

Documentation Integrity of Washington 

♦ AHDI-Oregon  Association for Healthcare Documen-

tation Integrity of Oregon  

Urgently looking for a will made for 
Harold G. and Geraldine M. Foster. 

They lived in Vancouver, WA. in the 60's. 
First at 518 Miami Way then on Michigan St.

Call 352-391-8218
or 386-454-3977

Cynthia Butler Home phone: 386-454-3977
Cell phone: 352-391-8218

email: cindyb3007@yahoo.com

W I L L  S E A R C HCorporate Portraits & Event
Photography

Photography by 
LeeAnn Gauthier

503.235.7964

Mobile portrait studio

photofem.printroom.com

360-574-1600 • 7700 NE 26TH Avenue • Vancouver, WA 98685

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
$750 per month includes

14x14 office and separate legal assistant 
workstation with free parking.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY
Vancouver law firm is seeking a licensed Washington State attorney having a

minimum of two years litigation experience. The candidate should have 
consumer bankruptcy experience and have either experience in, or the 
willingness to develop, a couple other areas of law.  Basic knowledge 

of Microsoft word, Excel, and Outlook required.  
Having an Oregon license is a plus. The candidate will be expected to 

fully manage his or her own cases including having direct client contact.  
This position provides the opportunity for a candidate with initiative and

a willingness to work hard, to quickly develop as an attorney.  

We offer a competitive benefits and compensation package. 
Please respond to this ad by forwarding your cover letter and résumé.

ccba_ad101@ccbawashington.org
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position.  Judge Morgan was an accomplished musician, playing
the trumpet, piano and guitar.  Judge Morgan had a wonderful
memory for people’s names and their stories and was a favorite
visitor to Bar functions after his appointment to the Court of
Appeals.  After a very distinguished career on the bench, Judge
Morgan retired from public service on October 5, 2005.

Our Last Retiree, Robert L. Harris
Judge Robert L. Harris’ December 2009
retirement is still fresh in many of our
minds.  One reason could be because Judge
Harris did not feel he was ready to retire,
but was forced into retirement by a consti-
tutional provision mandating retirement
after the age of 75.  Judge Harris was the
longest serving Superior Court Judge in the

State, having achieved 30 years on the bench.  

Judge Harris was born in 1934 in Spokane, Washington and
grew up in the Eastern Oregon area of the John Day Valley.
Beginning in 1952 he attended Washington State University,
graduating with a degree in political science and attended the
University of Washington Law School, graduating in 1958.
Judge Harris worked after graduation for a year as clerk for Chief
Justice Frank Weaver of the Washington State Supreme Court.
Judge Harris served in the Air Force reserves for six years after
graduation from Law School.

Judge Harris moved to Vancouver in 1959 and worked as a
deputy prosecuting attorney with a part-time private practice on
the side.  In 1970 Judge Harris left the prosecutor’s office, practic-
ing solo for two years before joining the firm of Mason and Foley
in 1972.  In 1978 Judge Harris was the President of the Clark
County Bar Association and while he was in private practice was
a bar examiner for the State Bar Association and one of the
founders of the Washington State Young Lawyer’s Association.

On September 1, 1979, Judge Harris was appointed to the newly
created Department Five by then Governor Dixie Lee Ray.
Immediately after appointment Judge Harris was required to run
for re-election in November, defeating opponent Edwin Poyfair.
As we know when a new Department is created, the actual office
space follows later.  Judge Harris initially did not have his own
courtroom and heard cases in juvenile court, and set up his office
in Judge McMullen’s library.  Judge Harris heard several sensa-
tional criminal trials, including State v. Clark Hazen, which was
the first death penalty case in Clark County after reenactment of
the death penalty, and he presided over the case of State v. Wes-
ley Allan Dodd, which received national attention and resulted
in the first actual execution in Washington in over thirty years.
Judge Harris placed an indelible mark on our County, and in
December 2009 he was honored by the Clark County Commis-
sioners with a renaming of Juvenile Hall as the “Robert L. Harris
Juvenile Justice Center”.

Gentleman Jim
Our next Superior Court Judge is everyone’s
favorite, James D. Ladley.  Judge Ladley was
not only a well-reasoned Judge, he made
sure each litigant and counsel had their say,
and conveyed his appreciation for their par-
ticipation, regardless of whether he ruled in
their favor or not.  He truly is a “Gentleman”
of the best sort.  Judge Ladley was the third

member of his law firm to become a Judge.  Judge Ladley was
born in 1936 in Aberdeen, Washington and graduated from
Hoquiam High School in 1954.  He attended Whitman College
in Walla Walla and graduated in 1958 with degrees in economics
and business.  In 1961 Judge Ladley graduated from the Univer-
sity of Washington Law School and began a job in the Seattle
regional office of the Securities and Exchange Commission.

On July 4, 1964 Judge Ladley began private practice with the firm
of Robinson and Landerholm, and in December of 1965 moved
to the firm of LaLonde, LaLonde and Ladley.  As we know from
Judge Lodge’s history, that firm later merged with the firm of
Boettcher, Skimas and Lodge.  Judge Ladley was president of the
Clark County Bar Association in 1978 and 1979.

On December 15, 1982, Governor Spellman appointed Judge
Ladley to the bench for Department Two, replacing Judge
McMullen.  Judge Ladley was a very well-respected jurist and
was frequently sought to teach continuing education courses on
evidence and ethics.  Judge Ladley retired from the bench in
2000 and is currently widely sought as an arbitrator and media-
tor.  Judge Ladley continues to mentor young attorneys and his
door is always open.

Our Current Bench
Clark County has grown to the point that we now have ten judi-
cial departments.  Department Six was authorized by the
legislature in 1986 and Judge Barbara D. Johnson has been the
sole occupant of this position.  Department Seven was author-
ized in 1996 and Judge James E. Rulli was appointed to this
position and continues to serve with distinction.  Judge Diane
M. Woolard was appointed in 2000 to the newly created Depart-
ment Eight, and in 2004 Judge Robert Lewis was appointed to
Department Nine.  Department Ten was created in 2008 and its
first occupant, Scott Collier, was appointed by Governor Gre-
goire as the twenty-seventh Superior Court Judge in Clark
County history.  Our twenty-eighth Judge, the Honorable
Richard Melnick, is currently holding his own in Department
Five after Judge Harris’ well-publicized retirement.

There are many more interesting tidbits about our current sitting
judges we will be able to explore in coming articles and an
announcement regarding our twenty-ninth Judge is coming soon.  

 
CLARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  
 

WHEN: Friday, September 23, 2011 SHOTGUN START AT 1 P.M. 
   
WHERE: Cedars on Salmon Creek, Brush Prairie  
 
FORMAT: FOUR-PERSON SCRAMBLE with team competition.  Teams to be placed in 

flights. 
 
COST: $340 per teams ($85 per person) which includes green fees, golf cart, 

range balls, raffle prize, and dinner 
 
PRIZES: In addition to prizes for scores and contests, everyone will have a chance to 

win a raffle prize! 
 
DINNER: DINNER WILL BE SERVED BEGINNING AT 6:30 PM.   
  
GUESTS: Spouses and guests are welcome to the dinner and raffle for $30 per  
  person. 
  
TEAMS: Arrange your teams now.  We are limited to 20 teams.  
 
WHAT HAPPENED LAST YEAR:  With two weeks to go before the tournament date, there 

were only 2 teams registered to play.  It may have been the date, the 
format, the weather, or the committee, but we could not tie up the entire 
course for 2 teams.  So, if we do not have more teams registered by the 
September 2, 2011 deadline, the tournament will be cancelled again. 

 
Please enter me/us in the 2011 Clark County Bar Association Golf Tournament.  Indicate handicap or 
average score for 18 holes for each golfer. 
 

 
__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Name (Captain) Score/Handicap Name   Score/Handicap 

 
 

_________________________________ ________________________________ 
Name   Score/Handicap Name   Score/Handicap 

Payment Enclosed:  ___ $340 team    
     ___$30 dinner & raffle only Name(s)__________________________ 

Entries must be received by Friday, September 2, 2011.  
 Please return with this form with payment to CCBA via courier – 500 W. 8th Street, Suite 65 

Or mail - PO Box 61815, Vancouver, WA  98666 
Questions?  Call Mark Carter at 694-8955 or Tim Dack at 694-4227 Visit us online at: ccbawashington.org
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Where did you grow up and how did you 
end up in Vancouver?
I grew up in Utica, New York. When I graduated high school,
my parents moved the family to the San Francisco bay area,
where I attended Stanford University Medical School for radi-
ologic technology training.  I worked in the bay area, married
and we subsequently moved to Vancouver.  I worked at the old
Vancouver Memorial Hospital until they merged with then-St.
Joseph's Hospital to form Southwest Washington Medical
Center (now Peace Health).  When the medical center
installed the very first CT scanner in the county, I was trans-
ferred there to operate it.  

What or who inspired you to practice law?
Steve Thayer.  While I was working at the medical center, I
took on a second job as Editor of in-house publications.  We
did an employee and a physician's newsletter.  The hospital had
hired Betty Sue Morris as Public Relations Director, and I was
to interview her.  At the time, she was the Oregonian's court-
beat reporter in Clark County.  She was covering a criminal
trial where Steve was defense counsel.  Betty Sue suggested
that I meet her at the courtroom and then we would do the
interview over lunch.  I watched Steve perform for about an
hour, and that was all it took.  To this day, I tell him he should
have paid my student loans.

What would you be doing if you were not an attorney?
Probably running an herb farm.

Who inspired your practice style or courtroom
demeanor?
Not one person in particular, but I do admire David McDon-
ald; my partner of 26 years and the love of my life.

Is there one case which really affected or changed you in
a profound way?  If so, which and why?
Too many to count. Each client changes me in some ways.

Is it possible to be friends with opposing counsel? 
Why or why not?
Depends on who that is. Some attorneys take on the worst
characteristics of their clients in the heat of battle.  Two of my
dearest friends practice family law here, and I've had cases with
both of them.  The friendships, I believe enhanced the settle-
ment of the cases.  We started out with mutual respect and
honesty.  The clients followed suit.

What advice would you give an attorney 
beginning a practice?
Never take a case where you do not like the client; no matter
how much they want to pay you.  You don't have to really
really like the client, but if they give you a little knot in the
stomach they will cost you more than they ever can pay.  Some
people just have too much anger, and that eventually will come
back on you.

What are the best and worst aspects of practicing 
in Clark County?
We are blessed with good Judges and Commissioners.  
I really like the smaller community feeling.  There is a cama-
raderie and congenialty among the attorneys that makes
practice enjoyable.

Describe your dream client/case:
My clients are screened by Stella, my faithful yellow lab and
office personal greeter. If they don't get by Stella (or my gut
test above), they don't get into the case load.  So nearly every
case and client is good.    

What is the best piece of advice you have 
received along the way?
The same advice I stated above for a new attorney. 
Ken Weber gave me that gem when I started my own practice.
He was so right. 

GETTING TO KNOW:

KARIN DeDONA
“Getting to Know” is a monthly feature designed to better acquaint 
the membership with our local attorneys, judges and other people of 
interest to the Clark County bench and bar.  This month’s subject is 
Vancouver Attorney, Karin DeDona.This is the conclusion of a three-part series regarding the history

of the Clark County Superior Court Bench.  At this writing, the
Clark County Bar membership has rendered their preference
poll for the appointment of a new judge for Department One to
fill the shoes of the Honorable Roger Bennett.  The Governor
should have enough information to make the appointment; let’s
hope it’s soon.

When last we met, Judge Skimas had just retired from Depart-
ment Four and Judge Lodge would be the third person to sit on
the Bench in Department Three.  All references herein are taken
from  A History of The Superior Court Judges of Clark County,
Washington, By Hon. Roger A. Bennett (1994; ed. 2011), avail-
able at the Clark County Law Library.

The Modern Bench
Those that have practiced since the 1990’s
will remember Judge Thomas L. Lodge as a
no-nonsense trier of fact who always kept
sight of what was logical when he rendered
an opinion.  Judge Lodge was born in 1936
in Sturgis, South Dakota.  He moved with is
family to Clark County during World War
II when his father became employed with

the Kaiser Shipyards.  Judge Lodge attended Vancouver High
School and was the quarterback on the 1954 Vancouver High
School team, rated as one of the top teams in the State.  After
high school, Judge Lodge joined the Army and was stationed in
Germany with the 3rd Armored Division.

Judge Lodge returned to the Northwest after two years in the
service and attended the University of Washington, followed by
the Willamette University College of Law in Salem, Oregon.
Judge Lodge was the first editor of the Law Review at Willamette
and was the first Willamette Graduate to be hired by the presti-
gious firm of Koerner, Young, which is now known as Lane
Powell, PC in Portland, Oregon.  Judge Lodged practiced in
Portland for a year, and then received a scholarship to attend
New York University’s tax school, where he edited the Tax Law
Review, and received his Master of Taxation in 1965.

Judge Lodge took the Washington Bar exam in the summer of
1964 and after receiving his tax degree was hired by William
Boettcher and John Skimas.  The firm was Boettcher, Skimas and
Lodge, which later merged with the firm of LaLonde and Ladley.
Judge Lodge was the President of the Clark County Bar Associa-

tion in 1971, and held the position as commissioner of the
American Softball Association for Southwest Washington for a
period of 16 years.

Judge Lodge ran in a special election in November 1975 for Judge
of Department Three and defeated J. Dean Morgan and Robert
Harris.  In the early 1980’s Judge Lodge heard several cases
regarding litigant Jack Stein.  Stein was disgruntled and hired men
to kill opposing litigants and Judge Lodge.  One person was killed
and several attempts were made on the life of attorney Ned Hall.
At one point a bomb in the courthouse was contemplated, but it
was never carried out.  Stein was later convicted by a visiting judge
to 45 years in prison.  Judge Lodge ran unopposed in each election
from that point up to his retirement in 1997.

The Honorable J. Dean Morgan
Judge Bennett’s predecessor in Department
One was J. Dean Morgan, the third Clark
County Superior Court Judge to achieve the
position of appellate court judge.  Judge
Morgan is a native of Berkeley, California,
born in 1942.  Judge Morgan received his
undergraduate degree in 1964 from the
University of California at Berkeley and

attended Hastings College of Law, where he graduated in 1968
and admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Judge Morgan practiced in Seattle from 1968 to 1972 with the
firm Houger, Garvey and Schubert, where one of his clients was
the City of Bellevue.  In 1972 Judge Morgan came to Vancouver
the year Judge Reed left for the Court of Appeals.  In 1977 Judge
Morgan assumed the duties in Department One after the retire-
ment of J. Guthrie Langsdorf.  Judge Morgan was known for his
meticulous and analytic approach to the law.  

Judge Morgan taught evidence at the Lewis and Clark College
Law School between 1983 and 1990 and at the National Judicial
College in Reno, Nevada from 1979 to 1985.  Judge Morgan was
also a faculty member teaching criminal procedure and evidence
at the Washington Judicial College and has taught in some form
for the University of Washington, Washington State Bar Associ-
ation, Seattle University School of Law and the Clark County
Bar Association.  

When Judge Reed retired from the Court of Appeals in the fall of
1990, Judge Morgan was appointed by Governor Gardner to the

JEAN McCOY
Hearsay Special Correspondent

A History of Superior Court...
And Lodge Makes Three
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If you had it to do all over again, would you still have
gone into law?  Why or why not?
Yes, I am happy with the direction of my legal career. Now,
planning my next career. Hmm, maybe that herb farm... 

What activities do you enjoy in your spare time?
Growing herbs. I use lavender to make a tincture, that is a won-
derful antiseptic and aromatherapy spray.  I like sharing that.
A Judge, who shall not be named, sprays it on his pillow at
night.  He says he sleeps very well.  Lately, I'm into fine quality
sea salts.  I make medicinal quality bath salts.  We recently
smoked French sea salt over chardonnay-soaked cherry wood.
Amazing!

Do you have a desert island “Top 5” 
books or music albums?
Anything by David Sedaris

How has the practice of law in Clark County changed
since you started?
The technology drives the way we practice now.  

Favorite vacation destination 
(or dream vacation destination)?
Sicily!  I could live there part time.  Spain is my second favorite.

You’re President for enough time to make only one 
executive decision. What is it?
Stop the wars.

What type of products do you never go cheap on, 
for the sake of quality?
Pet food. Stella (the lab) and Pinkie (the Maine Coon cat) get
only the very best.

Describe a few pet peeves of yours.
People in the supermarket, and even farmer's market who strip
ears of corn and throw them back into the bin. First of all, there
is no need to do that.  With a bit of practice you can feel the
kernels through the husks to determine if it's a fully developed
ear.  Secondly, the throwbacks just dry out, nobody will buy
them and food is wasted.  I pointed that out to a gentleman at
Fred Meyer a couple of weeks ago, in the nicest way possible,
while he stripped and threw back ear after ear.  Well, he started
yelling and came at me with balled-up fists.  Scary!   

What childhood event shaped or scarred you the most?
Moving to the bay area from a little depressed town in upstate
New York in 1965.  It was mind-expanding, enlightening and fun!   

Now open at 16209 SE McGillivray, Ste. N, Vancouver In the Fischer’s Mercantile Center 360.883.2233

New Client Special

$10 
$10 

Caring about the needs of our customers is our main focus.

(L to r) Stylists Terrin Edwards, Alexa Sanchez, 
Shandra Montoya, and Jessica Fraidenberg  

(formally with Ethos) 

S.W. Washington office
805 Broadway Street, Vancouver
(360) 823-0410
GevurtzMenashe.com

Representing clients in 
Oregon and Washington

PPatents 
Trademarks 
Copyrights 

Trade Secrets 
Unfair Competition 

Litigation 

Licensing 
Counseling 

Due Diligence 

We are creative about protecting 
intellectual property 

406 West 12th Street 
Vancouver, WA 
(360) 750-9931 

www.rylanderlaw.com 

RYLANDER 
& ASSOCIATES PC 
Trial & Patent Attorneys 
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“The food was great; Judge Melnick’s culinary reputation pre-
cedes him and he lives up to it.” Regarding the company, the
attorney said: “No Comment.”

“The food was excellent and having a burger cooked by a judge is
worth both the bar fees and the pain of having to hang out with
this crew.”

“The food was good but bossing around Judge Melnick is the
best part.”

“Good food, great company.”

“Judge Melnick’s ‘gigantor” dogs are always something to look
forward to and the company was not too shabby.”

Chris Sundstrom wanted his comments on the record, stating
the “food was solid except for the stale chips which were left over
from last year’s BBQ.” Chris then blamed this shortcoming to
the inherent “cheapness” of Commisioner Stahnke. (His words
not ours and he insisted we print them as is).

Finally, many raffle tickets were sold for a chance to win a new
grill, but there were a number of members, I won’t name names
but you know who you are, who came up with empty pockets
when it was time to purchase. 

Overall, the weather was beautiful, the food was good, and
everyone had a great time. We thank Judge Melnick for his culi-
nary contributions.

Entertainment Books
are still available!

Now Only $10!
Call Lisa at 695-5975

Benefits of CCBA Membership
HEARSAY Monthly Newsletter
(and discounted advertising rates)

Free copy of the Membership
and Resource Directory

High-quality CLEs at discounted member
rates; saving you travel time and money
on your annual educational requirements

Access to the Southwest Washington
Lawyer Referral Service

Social and networking opportunities 
throughout the year: quarterly membership
meetings, annual Golf Tournament, 
Winter Social, and the Summer Barbeque

The opportunity to participate in
committees and sections pertinent 
to your interests and practice

Call 695-5975 to become a member!
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TOO BUSY TO GET THAT
BIG CASE MOVING?

The daily rigors in a solo or small practice can make it difficult to stay on
top of a wrongful death or serious personal injury case. We have the experience 

and financial backing to help you do what it takes to litigate claims properly. 

The three senior partners in our firm each have over 30 years of experience. 
Ask about our reputation, or give us a call to discuss your client’s case.

SCHAUERMANN, THAYER
JACOBS & STAPLES, P.S.

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

AV Martindale-Hubbell Rating
1700 E. Fourth Plain Blvd. • Vancouver, WA 

(360) 695-4244
www.stjps.com

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

PERSONAL INJURY • WRONGFUL DEATH

Representative Jury Verdicts and Settlements:

Failure to diagnose brain tumor — $4.5 million
Obstetrics malpractice — $3.5 million
Obstetrics malpractice — $1.6 million

Trampoline accident — $1 million
Electrocution at work -- $900,000
Motorcycle collision -- $500,000

Rear end MVC. Soft tissue injury -- $230,000

Available for referral or association
on serious injury, wrongful death and 

medical negligence cases.

PAUL L. HENDERSON

360.699.1530

Phender745@gmail.com
Susan Arney, Executive Director
Ashley Belisle, Program Coordinator
Administrative: 360-823-0423 • E-mail: susana@ccvlp.com

Statistics for June include 57 clients seen in advice clinics, 24 in Fam-
ily Law, 14 in Family Law paperwork review clinic, 3 in the General
Law clinic and 12 in Housing Justice Project clinic. We placed 10
cases with an attorney for direct representation. There were 159 hours
of volunteer attorney time donated.

Homeless Court is accepting new referrals after a long period of being
closed to referrals. Due to an audit at District Court, Homeless Court
went into a period of re-organization. We continued to operate and
processed clients who were in the court, but did not take any new
referrals. We are now back up to speed.

Homeless Court is a specialty court in District Court that allows
homeless persons to convert misdemeanor fines to community serv-
ice hours. Ours is the only such court in Washington and one of only
26 nationwide. The court was established by the CCVLP in 2004 and
is funded by Clark County Department of Community Services.

Volunteer attorneys represent the Homeless person in the court.
They present the order to convert fines to the judge, advocate for the
homeless person and follow the person through the court until their
sentence is complete. Court is held the second Monday afternoon
every month.

To get a referral to Homeless Court, a homeless person should con-
tact SHARE at 910-2326 and get a referral. For more information
about the court, please contact me.

Thanks, Susan

MANY THANKS TO ALL THE ATTORNEYS AND 
PARALEGALS WHO STAFFED THE ADVICE CLINICS,

HOMELESS CLINICS, PROVIDED REPRESENTATION,
AND VOLUNTEERED IN THE HOMELESS COURT IN

THE MONTH OF JUNE.

Lou Baran, Matt Blum, Shon Bogar, Michael Borge, Bill Brendgard,
Chuck Buckley, Gideon Caron, Mark Carter, Tresa Cavanaugh,

Marisha Childs, Ivan Culbertson, Erin Culver, Ed Dawson,
Carolyn Drew, Peter Fels, Lori Ferguson, Gavin Flynn, Todd George,
David Gregerson, Brian Haaland, Lincoln Harvey, Dean Langsdorf,

Scott Matthews, Erin McAleer, Brian Parker, Rob Russell, 
Mark Sampath, Randy Stewart, Ryan Taroski, Lisa Toth,

Todd Trierweiler, Bob Vukanovich, Anna Waendelin, Erin Wasley,
Ben Wolff, Phil Wuest.

The always popular annual Clark County Bar Association BBQ
took place on July 15, 2011. A highlight of the event every year is
the Honorable Judge Richard Melnick’s role as grill master of
ceremonies. Utilizing the well-accepted formulas used in both
the 1995 Million Man March and Glenn Beck’s 2010 Restoring
Honor gathering, turnout was estimated at around 550 people.
Using a less accepted method of simply counting the actual
number of attendees, headcount was more like 130 people.

The BBQ was supported by a number of Judges, including Judge
Johnson, Judge Lewis, Commissioner Stahnke, Judge Bennett,
and Judge Wulle. The CCBA was well represented by attorneys,
including Chris Boyd, Rick McLeod, Jack Peterson, Gideon
Caron, Aaron Ritchie, Kurt Rylander and some of Kurt Rylan-
der’s colleagues.

Judge Melnick estimated that this crowd, who never thumbs
their noses at a free meal and a chance to have a judge do the

cooking, consumed roughly 20lbs. of burgers (the CCBA actu-
ally ran out of burgers), 8 lbs. of hot dog, and 2 lbs. of Veggie
Burgers. Judge Melnick also admitted that he has been a vegetar-
ian since he was in the 5th grade, thus explaining his soft and
sensitive side. Judge Melnick felt the turnout was healthy com-
pared to past years and that his favorite part of the BBQ was the
chance to socialize with Clark County’s lawyers. This marks the
first time that anyone admitted that they enjoyed the company
of attorneys. Judge Melnick expressed a love of cooking and to
reassure the attorneys that the food was safe, proudly pro-
claimed that he had his food handler card in tow.

A sampling of comments from attending attorneys is as follows.
The names remain anonymous to protect their reputations.
Some poetic license was used.

“I didn’t show up for the company or to have fun; I came for the
free food and I was not disappointed.”

Annual CCBA BBQ
MARK SAMPATH
Hearsay Special Correspondent
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LAW LIBRARY NEWS

New Moderate Means Program starting up
The law library is taking blind bids on the following items:

1.  KCBA Washington Lawyers Practice Manual - full text and
forms on CD Rom from 2010

2.  Elder Law Forms Manual forms on CD Rom, includes 11-page
list of forms, 2010

Give your bid to the law librarian through the end of August.  Bids
must indicate your name, phone number, amount, and item(s) on
which you are bidding.  Winners will be notified in early Septem-
ber.  We reserve the right to withdraw an item from bidding.

Copier changes coming in the law library
We are switching copier vendors effective October 1, 2011.
Details about copy cards are still being worked out.  While there is
a possibility that the current copy cards will continue to be
accepted after that time, it is more likely that they won't be.  Please
use up balances on your existing cards before that time, as we are
unable to issue refunds.  Thank you for your understanding.

Maria Sosnowski - Clark County Law Library
PO Box 5000, Vancouver WA  98666 • 360-397-2268 

NEWS YOU CAN USE
The CCBA wants to congratulate our office manager Elena
Quintana on her new position.  We would like to welcome our
new Office Manager, Lisa Darco. Lisa and our new Member
Services Coordinator, Kaitlin Lisandrelli are available in the
Clark County Bar office between 12:00 and 4:00pm, Monday
through Friday at 360-695-5975. 

City Attorneys Office has Moved
The office is moving from 210 E. 13th Street to 414 W. 6th
Street (new City Hall). The City Attorneys Office will be closed
August 9 and will reopen on August 10.

QuickBooks - Vehicle Mileage Rates
The mileage rates for 2011 are 51¢ (.51) for January through
June and 55.5¢ (.555) for July 1 through December 31.

QuickBooks can track mileage rates, which can be used for quick
reference.  To enter mileage rates:

• Go to the Company menu and click Enter Vehicle Mileage.
• Click Mileage Rates.
• Insert a line (on the keyboard, Ctrl Insert)
• Enter a date or select a date from the calendar for the 

Effective Date and press Tab.
• Enter the IRS rate for that date, and then click Close.

Note: Enter a new line for each effective date.  For example, if there
are no 2011 rates listed, do the above twice – one with an effective
date of 1/1/2011 and the second with an effective date of
7/1/2011.

Thank you & happy summer,
Emanuela

 MARIA SOSNOWSKI
Law Librarian

ATTORNEY BOOKKEEPING TIPS

EMANUELA SANDRI
Attorney Bookkeeping Services, Inc.

LEGALLY DRAWN

Reproduced with permission.  For more cartoons and information, go to http://www.legallydrawn.com.

Advertise with us!!! 
Reach 500 Attorneys and Legal Professionals

throughout Clark County!

Call Lisa Darco for pricing & space
availability: 360-695-5975

We invite you to join in the celebration of  

Judge Roger Bennett honoring 21 years of service to 

Clark County Superior Court 

Date: 08/26/2011 

Time: 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Clark County Courthouse 
Jury Assembly Room 

Contact person: 360-397-2315 

Celebration 
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The CCBA’s Lawyer Referral Service is a program designed to
help the general public find attorneys appropriate for their
needs, while at the same time providing a source of new client
business exclusively to our members.  

To participate, members pay a small one-time annual fee. 
(The service is free to the public.)  For more information, 
call the CCBA at 360-695-5975.

THE SWLRS REFERRED 320 CLIENTS 
IN THE MONTH OF JUNE

Administrative Law: ........................................................7
Bankruptcy: ....................................................................6
Business & Corp:............................................................5
Consumer: ....................................................................21
Criminal: ......................................................................24
Debtor/Creditor:............................................................10
Family Law: ..................................................................68
General Litigation: ........................................................73
Labor & Employ: ..........................................................32
Real Property: ..............................................................59
Wills & Trusts: .............................................................. 4
Worker’s Comp:............................................................10

SW WASHINGTON LAWYER
REFERRAL SERVICE

Summer sun and fun. We just had our summer barbeque hosted
by The Honorable Judge Melnick. The young lawyers are hosting
a softball game between the old and the new. The golf committee
has set a date and a place, September 23, Cedars, for the Bar’s fre-
quently annual Golf Tournament. And finally, there is sun! 

Summer sun in the PNW makes me think how wonderful it would
be to have trials and court proceedings out of doors. This is not so
unusual a thought as it may seem at first glance. Our judicial con-
struct--judge, laws, juries--comes to us from the Greeks and
Romans. These ancients held trials outside. For the Romans, in
the Roman Forum. Juries were not laboriously hand selected, like
ours, nor limited to 6 or 12. Instead, juries totaled in the 100s, and,
for some types of trials, the 1000s, and it was the case of whoever
showed up, that was the jury.

Taking a leaf from that page, imagine conducting a trial in Esther
Short Park. In the summer sun, it should be easy to get a jury of 50
to 100 people, or more. The judge would sit on the raised plat-
form, and lawyers would be free to exhort the jury which would sit
like an audience fanned out around the dais. We could have beer

and hot dog vendors to service the crowds. The spectacle I have
no doubt would be popular, and would probably spark tourism. It
could be grand.

This makes even more sense given that we elect judges. Most of
our electors don’t even know anything about the judges they are
electing, or re-electing. For the Romans, starting out in the trial
courts, speaking before juries of 100s and 1000s in the Roman
Forum, was the best way for a Roman Senator to get his name out
and known as he made his way up the elected ladder, from Aedile
to Consul. Cicero and Caesar both started out in this fashion. If
we did juries out of doors, before masses of 1000s, the citizenry
would get to know the judges, and have something to actually
base their later vote upon. Moreover, it might improve the com-
mon person’s perception of the fairness and accuracy of our
justice system. Certainly, having trials indoors, in closed rooms,
that require navigating through security entrances and pat downs,
is the least amenable to inducing public participation.

In any case, it is something to think about as I look out my win-
dow longingly at the beautiful day.

KURT RYLANDER
CCBA President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fun In The Sun

Representing Injured
Workers on Their 

Washington Claims
Busick Hamrick, PLLC

Steven L. Busick  Frances R. Hamrick  Douglas M. Palmer

(360) 696-0228
1915 Washington Street Vancouver, WA 98660

Upcoming CLE Schedule
Date Area of Law Topic Speakers

Committee

Chair

September Mediation Controversial Issues in 
Mediation

Richard Spier 
Steve Andersen 

Jane Clark
Jane Clark

October Real Property

Mortgage Loan 
Remodification 

Before, During & After 
Instead of Bankruptcy

Robert Russell 
William Black Scott Matthews

November Federal Federal Court Civil 
Procedure Jim Sellers

December Ethics

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 3, 2011
CCBA Hearsay Committee Meeting;
CCBA Office, 11:30 am. 

CCBA Board Meeting; CCBA office,
12:00 pm

August 9, 2011
Superior Court Bench Bar Meeting; 12:30 pm

August 16, 2011
CLE Committee Meeting, CCBA office,
12:00pm

August 18, 2011
Web Site Committee Meeting, Nellor /
Retsinas / Crawford, 12:00 pm

September 8, 2011
Family Law Section Meeting

September 14, 2011
Nuts & Bolts CLE, Wills & Estates, Red
Lion at Quay, 3:00 to 5:00p

September 23, 2011
CCBA Golf Tournament
Cedars at Salmon Creek

MEETING MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

MEETING

CLE

SOCIAL
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
David Ridenour
(360) 906-1556
davidwr@copper.net

TRUSTEE
Jane Clark
(360) 694-4344
jclark@bnplaw.com

TRUSTEE
David Gregerson
(360) 906-1164
david@gregersonlangsdorf.com

TRUSTEE
J.D. Nellor
(360) 695-8181
jd@nellorlaw.com

VLP REPRESENTATIVE
David Gregerson
(360) 906-1164
david@gregersonlangsdorf.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Lisa Darco
(360) 695-5975
lisa@ccbawashington.org 

MEMBER SERVICES
Kaitlin Lisandrelli
(360) 695-5975
kaitlin@ccbawashington.org

PRESIDENT
Kurt Rylander
(360) 750-9931
rylander@pacifier.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
John Fairgrieve
(360) 397-2261
john.fairgrieve@clark.wa.gov

TREASURER
Suzan Clark
(360) 735-9434
sclark4224@aol.com

SECRETARY
Andrew Wheeler
(360) 690-0064
awheeler@vancouverlaw.net

2011/2012 CCBA OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

RICHARD G. SPIER
MEDIATOR

Highly experienced–full-time neutral since 1992

Business & commercial; personal injury; 
employment; real estate & construction

Listed for Mediation in
The Best Lawyers in America ®

Member, Oregon and Washington Bars
503-284-2511 

Fax 503-284-2519

rspier@spier-mediate.com    www.spier-mediate.com 
2536 N.E. 28th Avenue  Portland, Oregon 97212-4916

No charge for travel time or travel expense in Oregon and Washington

HEARSAY is published 12 times per year and is design edited by: 
JEFF GOUGH, Creative Director • GOUGH CREATIVE GROUP

360-818-4GCG • director@goughcreative.com

An annual subscription is included with annual membership dues.  Members may purchase additional
subscriptions for $50.00 each. Letters, news items, upcoming events and announcements are welcome. 
Articles by members are accepted. Submissions should be presented in Microsoft Word and may be edited 
for length, clarity and style. Submissions by members are published at the editor’s discretion and space
available. Views expressed in articles represent the authors’ opinions, not necessarily the CCBA’s. 
The publication does not purport to offer legal advice.

CCBA OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Advertise in HEARSAY

Reserve your ad space today!  Call Lisa @ 695-5975

Does your business cater to the legal industry?
Get targeted exposure to CCBA members and associates!

CCBA Golf Tournament
September 24th

sign up sheet on page  16




